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Section was enacted as part of the Department of the 

Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1987, 

as enacted by Pub. L. 99–500 and Pub. L. 99–591, and not 

as part of the Indian Health Care Improvement Act 

which comprises this chapter. 

CHAPTER 19—INDIAN LAND CLAIMS 
SETTLEMENTS 

SUBCHAPTER I—RHODE ISLAND INDIAN CLAIMS 

SETTLEMENT 

PART A—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 

1701. Congressional findings and declaration of pol-

icy. 
1702. Definitions. 
1703. Rhode Island Indian Claims Settlement Fund; 

establishment. 
1704. Option agreements to purchase private settle-

ment lands. 
(a) Acceptance of option agreement as-

signments; reasonableness of terms 

and conditions. 
(b) Amount of payment. 
(c) Limitation on option fees. 
(d) Application of option fee. 
(e) Retention of option payment. 

1705. Publication of findings. 
(a) Prerequisites; consequences. 
(b) Maintenance of action; remedy. 

1706. Findings by Secretary. 
1707. Purchase and transfer of private settlement 

lands. 
(a) Determination by Secretary; assign-

ment of settlement lands to State 

Corporation. 
(b) Moneys remaining in fund. 
(c) Duties and liabilities of United States 

upon discharge of Secretary’s du-

ties; restriction on conveyance of 

settlement lands; affect on ease-

ments for public or private pur-

poses. 
1708. Applicability of State law; treatment of set-

tlement lands under Indian Gaming Regu-

latory Act. 
(a) In general. 
(b) Treatment of settlement lands under 

Indian Gaming Regulatory Act. 
1709. Preservation of Federal benefits. 
1710. Authorization of appropriations. 
1711. Limitation of actions; jurisdiction. 
1712. Approval of prior transfers and extinguish-

ment of claims and aboriginal title outside 

town of Charlestown, Rhode Island and in-

volving other Indians in Rhode Island. 
(a) Scope of applicability. 
(b) Exceptions. 

PART B—TAX TREATMENT 

1715. Exemption from taxation. 
(a) General exemption. 
(b) Income-producing activities. 
(c) Payments in lieu of taxes. 

1716. Deferral of capital gains. 

SUBCHAPTER II—MAINE INDIAN CLAIMS 

SETTLEMENT 

1721. Congressional findings and declaration of pol-

icy. 
(a) Findings and declarations. 
(b) Purposes. 

1722. Definitions. 
1723. Approval of prior transfers and extinguish-

ment of Indian title and claims of Indians 

within State of Maine. 
(a) Ratification by Congress; personal 

claims unaffected; United States 

barred from asserting claims on 

ground of noncompliance of trans-

fers with State laws or occurring 

prior to December 1, 1873. 

Sec. 

(b) Aboriginal title extinguished as of 

date of transfer. 

(c) Claims extinguished as of date of 

transfer. 

(d) Effective date; authorization of ap-

propriations; publication in Federal 

Register. 

1724. Maine Indian Claims Settlement and Land 

Acquisition Funds in the United States 

Treasury. 

(a) Establishment of Maine Indian 

Claims Settlement Fund; amount. 

(b) Apportionment of settlement fund; 

administration; investments; limi-

tation on distributions; quarterly 

investment income payments; 

expenditures for aged members; ces-

sation of trust responsibility follow-

ing Federal payments. 

(c) Establishment of Maine Indian 

Claims Land Acquisition Fund; 

amount. 

(d) Apportionment of land acquisition 

fund; expenditures for acquisition of 

land or natural resources; trust 

acreage; fee holdings; interests in 

corpus of trust for Houlton Band 

following termination of Band’s in-

terest in trust; agreement for acqui-

sitions for benefit of Houlton Band: 

scope, report to Congress. 

(e) Acquisitions contingent upon agree-

ment as to identity of land or natu-

ral resources to be sold, purchase 

price and other terms of sale; con-

demnation proceedings by Sec-

retary; other acquisition authority 

barred for benefit of Indians in 

State of Maine. 

(f) Expenditures for Tribe, Nation, or 

Band contingent upon documentary 

relinquishment of claims. 

(g) Transfer limitations of section 177 of 

this title inapplicable to Indians in 

State of Maine; restraints on alien-

ation as provided in section; trans-

fers invalid ab initio except for: 

State and Federal condemnations, 

assignments, leases, sales, rights-of-

way, and exchanges. 

(h) Agreement on terms for management 

and administration of land or natu-

ral resources. 

(i) Condemnation of trust or restricted 

land or natural resources within 

Reservations: substitute land or 

monetary proceeds as medium of 

compensation; condemnation of 

trust land without Reservations: 

use of compensation for reinvest-

ment in trust or fee held acreage, 

certification of acquisitions; State 

condemnation proceedings: United 

States as necessary party, exhaus-

tion of State administrative rem-

edies, judicial review in Federal 

courts, removal of action. 

(j) Federal condemnation under other 

laws; deposit and reinvestment of 

compensatory proceeds. 

1725. State laws applicable. 

(a) Civil and criminal jurisdiction of the 

State and the courts of the State; 

laws of the State. 
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